
 Notices 

 Vocations Sunday – 22nd April 

An invitation to men who may be wanting to 
explore the call to Priesthood in our diocese to 
come together on Sunday next, 22nd April from 
2:30pm to 5:30pm at the Pastoral Development 
Office in Ballyphehane to reflect and discuss 
on this vocation in their life.   If you would like 
to know more about the afternoon contact Fr 
Charlie Kiely 021 4537603 

Carrigaline Family Support Centre:  
Launching their Renewed Care & Repair and 
Befriending Programmes on Fri 20th April from 
2pm - 4pm, at their Centre based in the Lions 
Youth Centre, Church Rd. This is an open 
event for the elderly and/or family members 
who would like to learn more about the Pro-
grammes. If you are interested in this event, 
please contact us at: 021 4919299, email: 
cfsicc@gmail.com or Online: www.carrigaline 
familysupportcentre.ie 

MEDJUGORJE IRISH CENTRE PILGRIM-
AGES 2018: 7 nights B&B and Airport Shuttle 
service from €279 per person. Book any flight 
- any time and we provide guaranteed airport 
shuttle service. Call us for further info and 
book the dates that suit you. Tel. 01 443 4510 
or email reservations@med-irishcentre.com. 

Knock: Pilgrimage to Knock on Saturday July 
14and Sunday July 15th. Bus leaves Carrigaline 
Saturday 14th8.30am, overnight in Knock 
House Hotel and return on Sunday evening 
15th approx 11 pm.  €140 per person sharing 
inc meals.   Contact Aislinn 021 437 2035 / 
087 9699 488, Mary 021 437 1025 or Mary 
021 437 3316 

Are you caring for a family member at 
home?: A spouse, a partner or a close relative 
or neighbour? Then you are a Family Carer, 
become a member of Family Carers Ireland 
and benefit from a local and national network 
that helps family carers who need advice and 
that informs and influences Government policy 
relating to home-based care.   As a member 
you can also avail of our exclusive deals.  For 
more information call 05793 22920 or visit our 
website www.familycarers.ie 

A Cookery Demonstration in Aid of the 
Knights of St. Columbanus will take place on 
Tuesday 1st May at 7pm in CIT Rossa Avenue 
Bishopstown: Great fun, great food & great 
recipes will be provided. For more info or tick-
ets (€25) call 087 1611876.  

Pioneers: Members of the Carrigaline Pioneer 
Centre visited the National Schools recently to 
offer the pupils of the confirmation classes the 
opportunity to take the pledge not to drink al-
cohol until they are 18 and not take illicit drugs 
for life.  We would like to give the children 
attending any school within or outside the par-
ish the opportunity to take the pledge.  They or 
their parents can contact Aislinn 087 9699 488 
or Mary 021 437 1025. 

Carrigaline Men’s Shed  Sincere Gratitude to 
all who supported their recent variety concert 
in the Carrigaline Ct. Hotel.  

Garden Maintenance: For all your garden 
needs. Grass cutting, strimming, spraying, 
weeding, tree service. Tel Val 087 7555980 

Spanish Girl:  Working as a Montessori 
Teacher available to mind children in July and 
until the 15 August 2018. Fully qualified, Gar-
da vetted, References available. Tel Maria 083 
1755304 

Carrigaline Chimney Sweep: Chimneys and 
Stoves and Fire back replacement. Tel Liam 
085 7203893. 

  St. Vincent de Paul   
Carrigaline    

for confidential support                       
call 270444 

First Communion 2018 
Saturdays 
28 April     St John’s  
5 May        CREID 
19 May      Gael Scoil 
26 May      Scoil Mhuire Lourdes 
 

No 11.30am Mass on First  Communion  
Saturdays  

Confirmation 2018 
Tues 24 April  St. John’s  
       & CREID 
Fri 4 May        Scoil Mhuire  
               Lourdes 
Tues 22 May   Gael Scoil 
 

No 9.30am Mass on  
Confirmation days 

Irish proverb: ‘Never take down a fence until you find out why it was put up in the first place.’ 

4 Easter (B) 22 April 2018    Readings Acts 4:8-12; Psalm 118 [117]; 1 John 3:1-2; John 10:11-18 
  

4 Easter  Year B 22 April 2018 

BISHOP BUCKLEY’S                
PASTORAL LETTER ON THE 
RIGHT TO LIFE 

The title “Mother” is possi-
bly the most honoured title 
in the world.  Mothers are 
the most loved and respect-
ed in every culture, in every 
continent, in every country 
down through the ages.  
Children become very much 
aware of this when they sit 
by their mother’s deathbed 
and ask the nurse: “Can you 
find a heartbeat?” and the 
nurse simply replies: “I am 
afraid not, I am sorry” … life 
and heartbeat are insepara-
ble.  

The question, “Can you find 
a heartbeat?” is also asked 
in a very different setting, 
when a pregnant woman 
visits a  prenatal clinic.   
Coming as early as six weeks 
in her pregnancy, through 
the vivid evidence of ultra-
sound images, the nurse’s 
words: “I can hear the heart-
beat loud and clear” change 
the woman’s life forever.  
The beautiful vocation of 
motherhood begins with the 
beating of the child’s heart 
and lasts for life.  She is now 
the mother of a child, a child 
that has a separate           

existence from her own 
even though it is  dependent 
on her for nourishment,  
protection and life itself.   

We must always care for the 
mother and the child.           
Responsible support must 
also come from the father.  
We must, especially, sup-
port women with a crisis                 
pregnancy 

Pope Francis said recently 
that “we must do more to 
accompany women in             
diffi cult situations, where 
abortion appears as a quick 
solution to their painful  
anguish”.  Many women 
who have had  abortions 
would be more  willing to 
carry their children to term 
if they had received support 
from important people in 
their lives and from society. 

A mother may also be                    
informed that her baby   
faces serious challenges or is 
perhaps terminally ill.           

She might be pregnant as a 
result of rape.  Especially in 
those tragic cases both the 
mother and her unborn 
child can and must be loved 
and cherished.  The child in 
the womb is innocent of the 
circumstances of its concep-
tion and its health condition.  
There is no other situation 
in life where the ending of 
the life of an innocent            
person is the answer to a 
difficulty.  To talk to families 
of babies with life-limiting 
conditions and to see such 
great love is very rewarding.  
The witness of those who 
participate in the Paralympic 
Games shows us how             
people compete and excel in 
sport, using their gifts to the 
full. 

Human life is sacred and 
precious.  Every human         
being must be treated with 
the greatest respect.  This is 
true in every moment of life 
from its first beginning to its 
natural end.  This respect for 
life is shared by people of all 
faiths and none.  While it is 
enriched by our Catholic 
faith, it is our common         
humanity that convinces us 
of the right to life of every  
human being. 
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In 1983, the Irish people vot-
ed into the Constitution an 
amendment that would give 
the unborn child the same 
legal right as the mother.  
Under its provisions, no life-
saving treatment is ever, or 
legally can ever, be denied to 
an expectant mother. The 
Catholic Church has never 
taught that the life of the 
child in the womb should be 
preferred to that of the  
mother.  A doctor may give 
any treatment that is              
necessary to either mother or 
child without deliberately 
intending harm to the other.                                         
Abortion is the deliberate 
medical intervention to end 
the life of an unborn child.  
There is a danger that people 
may confuse abortion with 
necessary medical                 
intervention. 

Once again, after 30 years, we 
are facing a referendum on 
abortion.  Irish people are 
again being asked to speak up 
for the infants in the womb 
who have no voice to beg for 
protection for their lives 
which are just beginning.  This 
will be a very important mo-
ment in Irish history.  Ireland 
will be the first country in the 
world to hold a referendum 
to introduce abortion by             
popular vote. Will the people 
of Ireland decide that there is 
no safe place for the unborn? 

In all the political debates 
there is no mention of alter-
natives to abortion nor the 
impact of abortion in England.  
Neither is there any mention 
of the ‘rightness’ and 
‘wrongness’ of human behav-
iour.  All authorities on moral 
matters agree that the delib-
erate taking of an innocent 
human life is always gravely 
wrong.  We can be sure that if 
a society decides that human 
life is disposable at its begin-
ning, it will not be too long 
before it decides the same for 
human life at its end.   

Finally, the Supreme Court 
has stated that the unborn 
baby enjoys only one consti-
tutional right, the right to life.  
We will be asked in the Refer-
endum to remove the only 
remaining effective law to 
protect the unborn.  We can 
choose to retain the 8th 
Amendment, under which 
doctors and hospitals will pro-
tect the lives of both baby 
and mother to a standard of 
care that is considered the 
highest in the world or we can 
repeal the 8th Amendment 
and leave babies with no             
protection whatsoever. The 
legislators will then be able to 
propose laws for abortion 
right up to birth, with no                     
restrictions and over which 
the people of Ireland will 
have no control.                                     

We can only speculate as to 
how many lives have been 
saved by the 8th Amendment.   

We will never again have a 
more important vote.  There 
is no cause more noble than 
to stand up for those who 
cannot stand up for them-
selves.  Never before in              
history have we had so much 
scientific proof that the            
unborn baby is, in fact, a   
living, breathing human be-
ing.  The 8th Amendment is 
often not understood.  It is up 
to all of us to explain its impli-
cations to people in our fami-
lies, our work life and our 
friends. Have your answer 
ready but do it with courtesy 
and respect. Respect for life is 
deeply embedded in Irish  
society.  Respect for the            
unborn is widely  acknowl-
edged also, and, hopefully, 
we will continue with this 
commendable tradition.   

Take time to pray at this            
particular time, it is the great-
est power on earth.  May the  
Virgin Mary, who gave birth 
to Jesus, protect all mothers, 
all unborn babies, all medical 
and nursing staff and all who 
make the laws of our land.  

Bishop of Cork & Ross 2018 

‘Ireland should be proud of the 8th Amendment’  John Bruton, former Taoiseach. 

‘It is sad that there are children, victims of abortion,                                                           
who will never see the light of day’. St. John Paul. 

Children’s Mass  
11.15 this Sun 22 Apr     

Baptism  
We welcome   
to our Christian family      
 

Lola Kathleen Cowhig 
Liadh Catherine Kelly 
Zack Peter Cummins 
Georgia Isobel O’Connor 
Emily Kate Moreland 
Sophia May Rice. 

More info from Dónal 085 8151136 


