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Silent Night, Holy Night, All is Calm, All is Bright

“In the countryside close by there were shepherds who lived in the fields and took it in turns to watch their flocks during the
night. The angel of the Lord appeared to them and the glory of the Lord shone round them. They were terrified, but the angel
said ‘Do not be afraid. Listen, I bring you news of great joy, a joy to be shared by the whole people. Today in the town of David
a Saviour has been born to you; He is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:8)

Christmas Greeting

as we ponder in our hearts, with Mary, the mystery of Love
in the Incarnation.

As we prepare to celebrate the feast of the Birth of Christ this
Christmas, we are challenged by the Gospel to keep the flame
of faith and the light of hope in our hearts, in what has been a
very difficult year for everyone.

Advent is a time when “we make straight the way for the
coming of the Lord, and fill every valley and level all the hills,
for the time is coming when the desert must flower as the
Lord wills.”

Covid 19 has brought the world, as we knew it, to a standstill
and has had a devastating effect on so many people. The
feeling of powerlessness, helplessness and hopelessness is
for many people very real as we struggle to come to grips
with our new reality, with so many restrictions in place.

As we direct our hearts and minds in anticipation of Christ’s
coming, we pray that the Prince of Peace will touch the hearts
of all people so that our troubled world may come to know
what it is to live in peace and experience the joy and hope of
Christmas.

But despite everything, Covid 19 has given us an opportunity
to slow down and reflect on what is really important in life,
faith, family and friends.

We ask the Holy Spirit to breathe into
our hearts and let us inhale the
loving tenderness of God.

Advent is a time of waiting in joyful hope for the coming of
Christ into our lives this Christmas, we pause and reflect on
the real meaning of Christmas. We do so with deep gratitude

To view Mass online the link is:

https://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofOurLadyandStJohnCarrigaline

The year 2020 with all its challenges, has been like none other
because of Covid 19. We are very conscious of the many
people who are experiencing loneliness, despair and isolation.
Our prayers are with all those in hospital and in nursing homes
who are denied visits from family members because of the
Covid restrictions.
We have a special place in our hearts and prayers for those of
you who are grieving having lost a loved one. We ask God’s
spirit to comfort and console you.
We are keenly aware also that Christmas is a time for family
and this year we know that many family members will not
be able to return home for Christmas. The empty chair at the
dinner table on Christmas day will be a stark reminder of the

times we are living in. We extend a warm greeting to all family
members who cannot make it home for Christmas and assure
them that they are remembered with love in their absence.
Likewise, we remember those of you who cannot travel back
home to your own countries this Christmas.
We extend a special warm welcome to those of you who have
moved into our parish over the past year.
May you all have the gift of Faith, the Blessing of Hope and
the Peace of Christ’s love at Christmas and always.
With every blessing.
Fr. Pat Fogarty. P.P.

Shock and Sadness at the death of
Sr Anne Coffey
It was with great sadness that the news reached us of Sr Anne’s death after a short
illness. Anne was very well known and loved in our parish and contributed a huge
amount to the life of the Church and parish.
She was an active member of the Parish Pastoral Support Group and her input and
insights were always very inspiring.
Anne was a woman of deep faith and her easy manner endeared her to everyone. Her
good humour and a great appetite for living were what many of us remember.
As a Presentation Sister, Anne was a powerful witness and a ray of hope for many
who were troubled.
She was a key member of the Children’s Masses Liturgy preparatory group and
liaised with parents and children.
As editor of the Parish Newsletter, she always included a reflection on the Sunday
Gospel which was greatly appreciated.
We remember Anne in our prayers this Christmas and we know that the good
memories we have will help to heal the void that is left by her death.
Our heartfelt sympathy to her family, Sr Noreen, the Presentation Sisters, Parish
clergy and her many friends.

Leaba i measc na naomh go raibh aici.

Christmas
Blessing
May the Peace, Joy and
Love of the Prince of Peace
live in your hearts and
homes this Christmas as
we wish you a very happy
Christmas.

To view Mass online the link is:

https://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofOurLadyandStJohnCarrigaline

Christmas Masses
Due to Covid 19 Government restrictions, the maximum number of people who can attend Mass in our Parish Church is 100 (2
pods of 50 each).
Up to ten thousand people attend our Christmas Masses each year. The question is what do we do, bearing in mind that the last
thing we want to do is to turn away people who arrive for Mass on Christmas day. We could give out tickets but then those who
don’t get a ticket would feel excluded. We would dearly love to welcome everyone to Mass on Christmas Day but in order to
keep people safe, to make sure that all who wish to join us in celebrating Christmas Mass may do so, and to avoid disappointment
and upset, we have decided that in this unique and unprecedented year that Christmas Mass will be celebrated in the Church
behind closed doors but broadcast live on Parish Radio at 107.1 and Live Streamed at:
https://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofOurLadyandStJohnCarrigaline
We urge all Parishioners to make a special effort to tune in at 11.15 on Christmas day. We believe that all of us, as a faith
community, praying together in the one Mass will be an occasion of great blessing for our Parish. The Bishops have reminded
us that during the Pandemic there is no obligation to attend Mass in the Church and they urge us to join in the celebration on the
Live Streaming when we are unable to attend Mass. We believe that this is the safest, most inclusive and least divisive way of
celebrating the Christmas Masses this year.
Over the Christmas period you will have many opportunities to be present in our church for the celebration of Mass in our
Church.

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES ARE AS FOLLOWS:

All Masses are broadcast on radio 107.1fm.
Some Masses are also available to watch live on our Parish YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofOurLadyandStJohnCarrigaline

Monday
21st December
7pm Holy Hour & Service
of Reconciliation
- (also Live Stream)

CHRISTMAS EVE
CHILDREN’S MASS
6.00.pm: Mass is
available on radio and
Live Stream only

CHRISTMAS EVE
NIGHT MASS
10pm: This Mass is
available on radio and
Live Stream only
Christmas Day Mass
11.15.a.m: This Mass
available on radio and
Live Stream only

Saturday 26th December
10am; 11.30am; 6pm
Sunday 27th December
8.30am; 10am; 11.15am
(also Radio & Live Stream);
12.30pm
Friday 1st January
11.30am (also Radio &
Live Stream)

A special blessing will be extended to all homes and families in our Parish from our Crib.
The Church will be open over the Christmas period from 11am - 5pm.
WE INVITE YOU TO VISIT THE CRIB - as a family during the day, and the outdoor Crib at any time.
Copies of child friendly prayer leaflets will be available in the back of the Church.
The pandemic is giving all of us the opportunity to find Christ at home this Christmas
and we are reminded of Christ’s words,

“Where two or three are gathered in my name, there I am in their midst”.
To view Mass online the link is:

https://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofOurLadyandStJohnCarrigaline

Christmas Prayer
Lord, as we celebrate another Christmas, one which is very
different to all others, help us to live each moment with deep
gratitude in our hearts.
May we have the faith to trust that all will be well because you
are in all, and overall.
May we have the hope that overcomes the dark thoughts that
invade our minds and cloud our vision, at this time of Covid
19.
May we have the love that makes our world a better place and
may we rejoice in the birth of Jesus our Saviour. Amen.

A word of thanks
We would like to express our sincere gratitude to you for your
support, prayers and generosity over the past year. Recognising
that 2020 has been a very difficult year economically for
everyone, we very much appreciate your generosity.

This Christmas mend a quarrel, seek out a
forgotten friend, write a love letter
Share some treasure, give a soft answer,
encourage youth.
Keep a promise, find the time, let go of a
grudge, forgive an enemy,
Listen, apologise if you were wrong, try to
understand.
Think first of someone else, appreciate, be
kind, be gentle,
Laugh a little, laugh a little more, share
confidence.
Express your gratitude, pray, join in celebrating
Mass, welcome a stranger,
Gladden the heart of a child, take pleasure in
the beauty and wonder of the earth.

“….I was a stranger and you
welcomed me…” (Matthew 25:35)
During this time of Advent, we have many reasons to be
hopeful as we wait for the birth of our Saviour. The Carrigaline
Ecumenical Project Team (CEPT) is also full of hope and joy
at this time of year. For the past year and half, a team from
our Parish and Canon Elaine’s Parish of St. Mary’s has worked
together to give a migrant family
an opportunity of a new beginning
in our unique land of “Céad Míle
Fáilte”.
We are delighted to let you know
that a family from Syria will come
to live in our community at the
beginning of January through the
Community Sponsorship Initiative.
The family will receive the supports
they need to start their lives again safely and securely. Thank
you to everyone who extended the hand of friendship over the
past year by donating money and items to the project. It is
a true community parish effort! We look forward to the New
Year and supporting the family to become self-sufficient as
they settle into their new home and surrounding.
Ar scáth a chéile a mhaireann na daoine.
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Happy Christmas

Speak your love, speak it again, speak it still
once again
And allow the Christ Child to fill your heart
with Christmas Joy.
Carols By Candlelight Christmas Concert filmed in the Church will be broadcast on Tuesday 22nd Dec. at 9pm.

https://www.facebook.com/CarrigalineCarolsbyCandlelight2020/

