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As we move into Holy Week and Easter, it’s fair to say 
the past year has been very difficult for everyone due 
to the Covid restrictions. In many ways it has been a 
prolonged Lenten journey where we have been deprived 
of so much we took for granted. 

We very much feel the lack of connection with family 
and friends and for the second consecutive year we are 
deprived of coming together as a faith community to 
celebrate Holy Week and Easter. Despite that, the times 
we are living in are in some way “the best of times and 
the worst of times” to quote the poet Charles Dickens.

Each and everyone of us can identify with the worst of 
times where we are no longer free to travel, visit family 
and friends and to come together to celebrate our faith 
as a community. We continue to remember in prayer 
those in nursing homes and hospitals and those who 
have lost loved ones during this difficult time.

They are the best of times in the sense that we were 
more or less forced to slow down and to spend more 
time in our homes. This gives us the opportunity to 
reflect on the real meaning of life and to re-evaluate the 
lives we have been living up to now.

It also helps us to appreciate what is really important in 
life and to realise more fully that it is in God’s world we 
live and move and have our being.

In these extraordinary times we can come together by 
keeping apart, which is the new reality. The one thing 
that helped us all to ‘be together’ while ‘keeping apart’ is 
through the use of technology. 

Thanks to Eoin, Tim and Simon, we are able through 

the web cam to bring the 
Mass live streamed into every 
home. We also want to express 
our gratitude to Fionan and 
Edmund for extending the 
range of radio which makes it 
available to more people.

For the very first time in our parish we were unable to 
distribute ashes to you on Ash Wednesday. However, 
we were very encouraged by the number of people who 
came and collected the ashes in the Church that day. 
Your faith in these difficult times really inspires and 
encourages us.

The Night Prayer took place at 8pm every Sunday in 
Lent. This quiet time in prayer allowed us to reflect, be 
aware of God’s presence, be grateful for our blessings 
and gave us an opportunity to pray for one another in 
the week ahead.

All of life has the seeds of Resurrection and also the 
seeds of New Life, and the Resurrection of Jesus is the 
beginning of all life within the whole of creation. All 
of God’s creation is renewed in the Easter Mystery. The 
powerful images and symbols that the Church uses 
during the Easter Triduum remind us of life in all its 
fullness. 

Easter Sunday is the day of Resurrection, a day of hope 
and communion with Christians worldwide and of 
celebration. It is the day when Easter glory fills the sky 
– an Alleluia day. 

We thank you for your prayers, support and generosity 
to us at this difficult time which we greatly appreciate. 
May the Risen Christ bless you all abundantly and bring 
hope, peace and joy to you and your family.

Fr. Pat Fogarty PP

E A S T E R  G R E E T I N G S

Mass of the Resurrection, Easter Sunday 2019. 
Photo courtesy of David Creedon Photography, Cork.



Invitation from Bishop Fintan to the Easter Vigil broadcast 
from the North Cathedral

The Easter Vigil represents the high point of the Church’s liturgy and prayer throughout the year as we celebrate 
the resurrection of our Lord Jesus. As St Paul says: ‘If Christ has not been raised from the dead, then our faith is 
in vain.’ [1 Cor 15:17].

The Easter Vigil is a wonderful ceremony, rich in symbolism and ritual. The Paschal Fire, the lighting of the 
Paschal Candle, the proclamation of the Exsultet by candlelight, the blessing of the Easter Water and the 
renewal of our baptismal vows. 

This year, parishes in Cork & Ross are being encouraged to invite their parishioners to join Bishop Fintan in the 
celebration of the Easter Vigil from the Cathedral at 9.00 p.m. Holy Saturday night to express our unity as a 
community of prayer by all of us who participate in the live-stream of the Easter Vigil on www.corkandross.org. 

Here in our own parish, we will live-stream a short service of the Blessing of our Paschal Candle on our 
parish webcam at 10.30pm.  

After this short time of prayer the lights in our Church will be left lighting through the night as a visible symbol 
at the heart of our community of the hope that Christ’s resurrection brings. 

SUNDAY 28th MARCH, 11.15am  PALM SUNDAY MASS.
Bishop Fintan has advised that the traditional green palm branches should not be 

distributed from churches this year, so we suggest you have some palm available at home 
to join in the virtual blessing of the palms during Mass.

SUNDAY EVENING  NIGHT PRAYER - 8:pm
WEDNESDAY 31st MARCH, 8pm - RECONCILIATION SERVICE

HOLY THURSDAY 1st APRIL, 8pm - MASS of OUR LORD’S SUPPER

GOOD FRIDAY 2nd APRIL 
12 noon - Stations of the Cross

3:00pm - The Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
8:00pm - Prayer Around the Cross

 
HOLY SATURDAY EASTER VIGIL - 3rd APRIL

9:00pm - Easter Vigil broadcast from the North Cathedral - www.corkandross.org
10.30pm - Service of the Blessing of Paschal Candle broadcast from Carrigaline Church 

EASTER SUNDAY MASS  - 4th APRIL 
11:15am Radio 107.1fm & www.youtube.com/c/

ChurchofOurLadyandStJohnCarrigaline

H O L Y  W E E K  C E R E M O N I E S 
Church Of Our Lady & St. John

Holy Week ceremonies will be broadcast on on radio 107.1fm and our Carrigaline Parish 
YouTube channel streaming service

                        https://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofOurLadyandStJohnCarrigaline



Carrigaline Parish Care of the Earth 
The Parish of Our Lady and St. John is now a member of Eco Congregation Ireland 
(ECI).  ECI encourages churches of all denominations to take an eco-approach to 
worship, lifestyle, property and finance management, community outreach and 
contact with the developing world.   

Since 2019, a small group has been working on initiatives which help make our 
Parish more environmentally friendly.  We started with a Parish audit to see what 
was being done already and where we needed to focus.  We took actions which 
included supporting recycling in the Parish Centre, working on a local Green 
Directory and developing a flower cutting garden for the Church.  In September we 
celebrated the Season of Creation with a locally grown display and contemplation 

space in the Church.  

Together, we celebrate the gift of God’s creation and recognise the inter-dependence of all creatures. We are 
proud to say that we recently received an ECI Endeavour Award and continue to develop as an Eco Parish 
caring for God’s creation.

Trócaire’s Lenten Campaign: Love, Friendship and Solidarity.
Awut and Ajak from South Sudan are two brave women and the 
faces of this year’s Trócaire Lenten Campaign.  This Lent we have 
learnt about the suffering of communities in South Sudan and 
how thousands of people have lost their homes and loved ones 
to war.  We also learn about the resilience of people and how 
women like Awut and Ajak are rebuilding their lives through love, 
friendship, and solidarity.  In his most recent encyclical, ‘Fratelli 
Tutti’, Pope Francis calls on us to “…appreciate and love each 
person, regardless of physical proximity, regardless of where he or 
she was born or lives…”.  

Parish and School resources for Lent are available on trocaire.org/resources.  

Donations to the work of Trócaire can be made on trocaire.org/donate or you can get a Trócaire box at the 
back of the Church.

Carrigaline Welcome Project

‘Carrigaline Welcome Project’ is an initiative of the Carrigaline Ecumenical Project Team (CEPT), which is 
made up jointly of members of the Parish of Our Lady and St. John and St. Mary’s Church of Ireland in 
Carrigaline.  
As part of the Department of Justice’s Community Sponsorship Scheme, and with the support of NASC – the 
Migrant Support Centre in Cork City - CEPT will soon welcome and support a resettled refugee family in our 
local community.  During the last year, we have worked tirelessly to get a home ready for our adopted family.  
Due to the restrictions, the family’s arrival was delayed but we are delighted to announce that they will be here 
by May!  
We would like to express our deep gratitude to everyone who has supported our fundraisers and helped with 
clothing, household, and many other items.  Go raibh míle maith agaibh go léir.



Easter Blessing
May God be with us and light a way for us at this time 

to guide and protect us all and may the light of 
Easter bring comfort and peace to the sick and vulnerable.  

May He who is over all and above all bring healing 
and wholeness to our world.

I See His Blood upon the Rose 
by Joseph Mary Plunkett 

I see his blood upon the rose
And in the stars the glory of his eyes, 
His body gleams amid eternal snows,

His tears fall from the skies.

I see his face in every flower;
The thunder and the singing of the birds

Are but his voice - and carven by his power
Rocks are his written words.

All pathways by his feet are worn,
His strong heart stirs the ever-beating sea,

His crown of thorns is twined with every thorn,
His cross is every tree. 


